Spoken Chinese (Beginner Level)

HSK 1-2 Aligned | ACTFL Novice Low-Mid

Course Length: 14 weeks
Class Meetings: Once per week, 1.5 hours per session
Proficiency Level: True Beginner — Elementary (HSK 1-2)

Instructor: Ping Bai
Contact Information: ping.sharon.bai@gmail.com

I. Course Description

This course is an introductory Spoken Chinese (Mandarin) course designed
for students with little or no prior experience. The course systematically
covers HSK Levels 1-2 vocabulary and communicative functions, with a
strong emphasis on listening and speaking skills.

Instruction is grounded in real-life communicative contexts. Students will
learn how to express meaning effectively using limited language resources,
focusing on intelligibility, confidence, and functional communication
rather than grammatical perfection.

The teaching approach follows the principle of “Speak first, refine later.”
Through high-frequency vocabulary, core sentence patterns, and

scenario-based dialogues, students gradually develop oral fluency and
listening comprehension.

II. Course Objectives (HSK 1 — 2 & ACTFL Novice Low —
Mid)

By the end of the course, students will be able to:

Accurately pronounce Mandarin syllables using Pinyin and the four
tones

Understand and actively use approximately 300 core HSK 1-2
vocabulary items

Produce simple but connected spoken responses on familiar topics



Ask and answer basic questions related to personal information, daily
life, and immediate needs

Comprehend slow, clearly articulated Mandarin Chinese used by
the instructor and peers

III. Teaching Philosophy

This course is guided by a communication-first, learner-centered
philosophy.

Speech before analysis: Students are encouraged to speak early and
often, even with limited accuracy.

Comprehensible input & output: Language is introduced through
meaningful contexts and practiced through guided interaction.

Error-friendly environment: Errors are viewed as a natural and
necessary part of language development.

Spiral learning: Vocabulary and sentence patterns are recycled across
weeks to reinforce retention and automaticity.

The ultimate goal is to help students develop confidence, intelligibility, and
willingness to communicate in Mandarin.

IV. Course Materials

HSK Standard Course 1-2 (oral-related sections)
Instructor-created speaking handouts and audio materials

Official HSK 1-2 Vocabulary Lists

V. Weekly Schedule (14 Weeks)

Week 1: Course Introduction & Pinyin Basics

Course overview and learning strategies

Pinyin: initials, finals, and tones



Basic greetings: ni hdo, zai jian

Speaking Goal: Produce basic syllables and greetings with accurate tones

Week 2: Self-Introduction

Name, nationality, languages
Sentence patterns: W0 shi... / Ni shi nd guo rén?

Speaking Goal: Give a brief self-introduction

Week 3: Numbers & Contact Information

Numbers 0-100
Phone numbers
Question patterns: dudshao? / ji hao?

Speaking Goal: Say and understand numerical information

Week 4: Family & Relationships

Family member terms
Sentence patterns: Zhe shi... / You...

Speaking Goal: Describe one’s family using simple sentences

Week 5: Dates & Time

Days, dates, and time expressions
Sentence patterns: Jintian ji hao? / Ji dian?

Speaking Goal: Ask and talk about time

Week 6: Daily Activities

Study, work, and routine verbs



Common verbs: xuéxi, gongzuo, chi, hé

Speaking Goal: Describe basic daily routines

Week 7: Midterm Speaking Assessment

Pinyin and tone accuracy
HSK 1 core speaking tasks

Situational dialogues

Week 8: Food & Ordering (HSK 2)

Food and drink vocabulary
Sentence patterns: W6 yao... / Xihuan...

Speaking Goal: Order food in a restaurant scenario

Week 9: Locations & Directions

Common places
Sentence patterns: Zai nar? / Zénme zou?

Speaking Goal: Ask about and describe locations

Week 10: Shopping & Prices

Money, prices, and measure words
Sentence patterns: Duoshao qian? / Tai gui le

Speaking Goal: Conduct basic shopping interactions

Week 11: Weather & Feelings

Weather expressions

Sentence pattern: Jintian tianqi zénme yang?



Speaking Goal: Describe weather and simple feelings
Week 12: Hobbies & Interests

Likes, abilities, and activities
Sentence pattern: Ni' xihuan zué shénme?

Speaking Goal: Talk about personal interests

Week 13: Integrated Speaking Practice (HSK 1 - 2)

Role plays and group conversations
Integrated scenarios

Speaking Goal: Sustain short conversations in familiar contexts
Week 14: Final Oral Assessment

Individual oral presentation
Situational dialogue test

Course reflection and feedback

VI. Assessment & Grading

Class participation & speaking practice: 30%
Midterm oral assessment: 30%

Final oral exam: 40%

VII. Expectations & Requirements

Student Responsibilities

Attend class regularly and arrive prepared



Actively participate in speaking activities
Complete assigned practice on time

Use Mandarin as much as possible during class
Parent/Guardian Support (if applicable)

Encourage consistent practice outside of class
Support a positive, low-pressure learning environment

Understand that oral proficiency develops gradually

VIII. HSK 1 — 2 Weekly Vocabulary Alignment
(Summary)

Approximately 20-25 new words per week

Vocabulary recycled across weeks (spiral learning)

Each word practiced in at least two speaking tasks

(Detailed weekly HSK vocabulary list available as course appendix)
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